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DAFFODIL – Dynamic Assessment of Functioning and Oriented at Development and Inclusive Learning A multilateral project supported by the European Commission Life Long Learning Programme - 142084-2008-LLP-BE-COMENIUS-CMP - www.daffodilproject.org  

Workpackage 6

Part I: Try-out of integrated assessment & consultation counseling services
Integrated Assessment & Inclusion Coaching. Report on initiatives and pilot projects on implementation of services in the partners countries 
  
Introduction 

The Daffodil project is a Lifelong Learning Programme which aims to improve the inclusive educational opportunities of children with learning impairment or functional difficulties, by focusing on assessment & coaching.
Ths document reports the work done in Workpackage 6, which proposes a try-out of a model of integrated assessment & consultation pilots in order to have a better idea of the practicability, obstacles, training needs and experiences regarding setting up  an innovative service which integrates dynamic and functional assessment to favour inclusive education
The framework of these pilots is commonly based on the findings of the previous workpackages: starting with the analysis of the missing points in current assessment (Workpackage 2 and Cluj meeting), inspired by examples of good practice of   integrated functional & dynamic assessment & intervention (Workpackage 3 and Szeged meeting in December , Hungary); building on ideas and experience regarding the path from Assessment to Intervention for Inclusion, the partners established interdisciplinary working groups who discussed local implementation. The development work was “guided” by a concurrent work on shaping the “Guidelines for a dynamic, functional and inclusive assessment”. Each partner differed in the practical elaboration adapted to local circumstances. 
Counselling services have been established, together with several local as well as international in-service training initiatives, which addressed partially or the full range of topics covered during the previous workpackages. This report focuses on the services. 
Belgium
1. Action-oriented & Needs-based Assessment & Coaching (AOA)
The essence of AOA is that assessment of a pupil is not any more a “classifying diagnostic label”, but an attempt to do a comprehensive evaluation of a pupil in his context, thereby involving all the information from all the “actors” (school, pupil, parents, others involved), dispersed over a period of time (in order to get away from the “classic” 1-time testing), and with the purpose of formulating advice and accompanying the school to deal with the specific challenges. A AOA Working Group (HGD-HGW in Dutch) was established, coordinated by the Pupil Support Service VCLB of Gent (dir. Hugo Van de Veire), with representatives of Catholic and Public Pupil support Services of all major cities in Flanders and two University Colleges of Ghent.

The model of AOA was tried out in Pupil Support Services in several cities of Flanders: Ghent, Eeklo, Antwerp, Leuven & Brussels.  
2. Network of counselling & intervention services for Dynamic Assessment, Inclusive Education & Cognitive Activation 

A network was created of counselling services, who apply the principles of Dynamic assessment, cognitive-mediational intervention and consultation for inclusive education, with the aim to set up individual projects of activation of child development and inclusive education. The service is offered to children & adults with developmental or learning disability, their families and teachers. A child with special needs is assessed, followed-up at home and at school.
The team consisted of therapists, psychologists, teachers and a medical doctor. It operated throughout Belgium, but mostly in the Antwerp area. Counselling was also given to set up a similar network service in The Netherlands (Amsterdam) and Milan (Italy). For the time being, there is only indirect public financing through the health-care insurance system. 
The need to offer a service which is privately organized, arose on the initiave by parents of children with developmental disability who advocate inclusive education, out of and experienced lack of adequate service offered by some of the (public) Pupil Support Centres, when those were still working in a classic classifying diagnostics and referring to special schools. 
The impact is reported in the Daffodilbook (“With a different glance”), chapter 6. 104 children were followed up with this service. 
3. INCENA (Inclusion & Enablement  Study Centre)
Plantyn University College (Department of Social Work) and University of Antwerp  (Faculty of Medicine, Project of Learning Enhancement & Inclusion) established a study centre around the double theme of inclusion and enablement. Inclusion is about creating a society celebrating diversity, and including people who are usually at risk of being excluded because of disability, belonging to an ethnic minority or socio-economic deprivation.  It deals in the first place with inclusive education, inclusion at work and in leisure time. Enablement is the opposite of disability, and means to enable people to develop their abilities to live a decent human life with full participation. 
 INCENA was launched as a spin-off of a research on needs and opinions on inclusive education in all schools in the Province of Antwerp.  A research report was presented on a study day on 5/5/2010 in Antwerp, and published in various professional Dutch-language journals.    Next to research, awareness raising, implementation projects on training and in-service training, INCENA offers a service to schools: the possibility to work with them during a school year, with the aim to become an inclusive school and reducing the number of pupils referred to special education schools to zero, thus becoming a real “school for all”. So far 1 school took the offer. In Belgium inclusive education is not obligatory and there is a strong system of special schools. So for schools it is easier to refer special needs pupils to special schools. INCENA wants to offer alternatives, which are in line with the 2006 UN Convention of the Rights of People with Disability, also ratified by Belgium, but not yet translated into concrete operational measures or a comprehensive inclusion law as is e.g. the case in Norway, Sweden and Portugal. INCENA does not receive yet direct public or other funding. For the time being the Centre is financed through project funding and in-service trainings. 

Hungary

1. Medialt Tanulasert Alapitvany (Mediated Learning Clinical Centre – Budapest)

The Hungarian interdisciplinary staff of the Mediated Learning Clinical Center (composed of SEN teachers, a conductor, physiotherapist, speech therapist, psychologists and a linguist) also has started an intervention system for children with SEN, based on dynamic assessment and cognitive activation mainly inspired by Feuerstein’s methods.  But the link to inclusive education is just beginning to be explored, as inclusive education is still in its pioneering stage in Hungary.  Besides assessing with dynamic assessment systems, and offering cognitive-mediational activation sessions 1-3 times a week to children with a variety of developmental difficulties, the clinical center offered one-day seminars every eight weeks between 2009 and 2010 to parents, teachers, caretakers and nursery teachers of the children who are given ambulatory treatment at the clinic. Careteakers, teachers and parents have been introduced to Feuerstein’s theory and applied systems of Structural Cognitive Modifiability, the importance of cultural transmission (intelligence, higher mental functions are mainly learned from older peers and parents) and dynamic assessment (not to view development in a static, but in a dynamic way) and about the importance of creating an inclusive athmosphere in the classroom and afternoon clubs. About 50 teachers, parents, special teachers, and kindergarden teachers have been reached.

Sweden
The Swedish team has begun to integrate dynamic learning propensity assessment with constructivist consultation and coaching. The strategy has been divided into a regional and a national strategy.

At the municipal and regional level, in the county of Jamtland in Mid-Sweden (Capital: Ostersund),  the Daffodil group at Elevhälsan has organised smaller focus groups where the Guidelines and pilot models has been developed, tried out and evaluated. The Guidelines have been incorporated in the regular routines of assessment at the local center. A new policy for the municipals assessment procedure following new legislation is currently developed, and the Guidelines will serve as one part in a toolbox for professionals dealing with assessment. A regional meeting for further implementation of Dafffodil Guidelines in surrounding municipals is in the pipeline for spring 2012. Analysis of the process of assessment from single cases using the Guidelines has shown that teachers, parents and children react positively during and after the assessment process.

At the national level Skolutvecklarna continues to disseminate and has arranged several workshops, in-service training modules and seminars for professionals dealing with assessment. Among the professionals and organisations showing interest for Daffodil and assessment and coaching methodology are National Agency for Special Needs and education, Regional networks of Special Educators around Sweden. Guidelines are being implemented at at least five municipalities and school health services across Sweden. 

Feedback from implementation show that parents and children react positively to the optimistic framework of assessment following work inspired by the Daffodil Guidelines. Formal evaluation of these processes is an important next step in consolidating the Guidelines.

Portugal

The team established an interdisciplinary working group who discussed and organized local implementation.

Working Group in Inclusive Assessment

A Working Group was established, coordinated by CIEP-University of Evora (Coord. Adelinda Candeias), with the follow participants in representation of several institutions:

Ana Cristina Rosário (Group of Schools number 4 from Evora), Mónica Rebocho (Group of Schools from Ponte de Sor), Maria José Saragoça (DREALE), Maria João Cortes (Group of Schools from Estremoz), Vitor Cruz (Technical University of Lisbon), João Silva (CIEP-University of Evora), Ana Rocha(CIEP-University of Evora), Helena Palma (CIEP-University of Evora) and Adelinda Candeias & Maria Luísa Grácio (CIEP-University of Evora).

This working group also contacted and discussed Inclusive assessment with specialists from other institutions: M.ª Helena Damião (University of Coimbra) – “Educação Inclusiva e curriculo" and Mª Céu Taveira (University of Minho) - “Inclusão e desenvolvimento vocacional”.

The working group met 4 times per year and organized 2 Practical Training Seminaries and 1 Workshop (see report on in-service training) 
Norway
Pedverket (PP-klinisk videreutdanning ) organizes a program for professionals at the Educational-Psychology services (PPT) in assessing, referral and  intervention for children with barriers to learn. The program gives 30 ECTS and has examined 45 students . It will keep going on after the end of the project.  Not directly financed from the Daffodil program , but as a part of the dissemination.  

Cognitive assessement system. We give training courses for a more culture-free assessment , not for labelling but for finding the cognitive functions and the students strengts.  The assessment also gives a lot of intervention programs for changing cognitive functions.

Grunnlaget methodology-  the Concept teaching model-(CTM). We offer also courses in the CTM model that will change the cognitive functions for children with learning difficulties. 
Romania
1 THE BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY  STARTED THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STRUCTURAL COGNITIVE MODIFIABILITY AND MEDIATED LEARNING « REUVEN FEUERSTEIN »IN CLUJ-NAPOCA 
The International Institute of Structural Cognitive Modifiability And Mediated Learning « Reuven Feuerstein » Romania, besides the Department of Applied Psychology, was established to deliver the following services :

a) Individual assessment: 
A dynamic individual assessment of learning potential of children and young adults are provided at the request of families, schools and other educational institutions. 

b)  Assessment Study group learning potential in a group format is provided at the request of schools and other educational institutions. Evaluation includes assessment of the dynamic of perception, memory, logical reasoning and problem solving for small groups. 

c)  Early Education
Dynamic evaluation focused on assessing cognitive and learning potential. Evaluations are conducted in a friendly atmosphere, using dynamic assessment tools developed to ICELP. 
d) Parental Training 
The purpose of parental training and guidance is to increase awareness by parents "about the importance of mediated learning-experience as an active and effective tool for improving their children's cognitive, social and emotional development. 

e)  Annual conference 

f) Small group counseling for parents of children with specific problems 

g) Cognitive rehabilitation program for individuals with brain damage 
Kindergarten teachers and parents have been trained to Feuerstein’s theory and applied systems of Structural Cognitive Modifiability. Undergraduate school teachers, school psychologists and counselors have been introduced to the importance of multi-cultural values and to dynamic assessment. Headmasters, teachers & parents were acknowledged about the importance of creating an inclusive atmosphere in the classroom and after class and extra-curricular activities.
Virgin Islands
A pilot was started in one of the mainstream primary schools with a student who has physical and learning impairments.  The student was referred because both parent and teacher were concerned that he was falling behind his peers academically.  He was assessed using a dynamic approach.  Observing the assessment were his class teacher as well as seven teachers whose focus was special education in the University of the West Indies/H. Lavity Stoutt Community College Bachelor of Education Programme.  These teachers were also introduced to the DAFFODIL Project and dynamic assessment during their studies.  Incidentally, his mother was one of the seven teachers observing the assessment.  A comprehensive report was not given on the findings from the assessment but discussions were held with the class teacher, parent and the other teachers about the findings and suggestions given for working with the student.  The class teacher left during the pilot and other factors contributed to disruptions.  However, it will continue while taking into consideration other findings from the DAFFODIL project.  Results will be disseminated locally and on the project ‘s website.
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